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CANNABIS — CRIMINALISATION 
Statement 

HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [10.02 pm]: Tonight I will be talking about the war on drugs, or, more 
accurately, the failure of the war on drugs. Much money has been spent on policing drugs and drug use and I have 
no doubt that much money has gone to the coffers of organised crime and used as a basis for further organised crime. 
The war on drugs has not reduced use, has not reduced crime and has not reduced harm. With that in mind, I think 
it is fair to state that it was more of a war on people. 
We already know that prohibition does not work. We have a very clear example with alcohol, particularly in the 
United States. It showed that prohibition basically supported crime syndicates. Alcohol is addictive, whereas cannabis 
and various other psychoactives are not. Contrary to popular belief and statistics that state that about 25 per cent of 
people use cannabis, it more likely sits between 60 to 75 per cent of people who have tried cannabis and use it regularly. 
It is interesting that a drug like alcohol is legal—it definitely is a drug that is addictive but legal—although cannabis, 
which is not addictive, is illegal. If current drug laws are designed to protect people, why is an addictive drug that has 
been shown to cause much damage to society legal, versus other less harmful substances? It does not appear logical. 
Although many people do still believe that cannabis is addictive, science does not support that theory. The issues 
around addiction are complicated. Whenever I come across people with addictive-style behavioural patterns, I mostly 
see trauma. It is trauma that has not been addressed, acknowledged or treated. Addiction is a symptom of a society 
not functioning right. Prohibition does not fix that; rather, it adds to the stress and trauma and that is why the war 
on drugs is a war on people. 

House adjourned at 10.04 pm 
__________ 
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